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atho book itoelf claims Such are "the assured roculto

of higher oritioim yhen applied to the Old Testament
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The Decline of "H±hc1CritcismJJ'in General Literature

One of the earliest events to cast doubt09 on so'me of

the results of '}ighSr or1tic1smJ'in general literature came

in 1887 with the discovery of some old manuscripts in a house

where the German poet,Goethe, had lived as a young man.

Goethe had worked on his masterpiece Faust throughout most

of his life, finally -

in

it shrtly before his death
I

in 1832. Some years later1 W,ilhelin Soherer, a noted philologist,

____ -j&-1applied the principles of 'h
IlYe
ighc crIticIsm to the =~'V

Faust publishiu' hi re-gill 1 in a book entitled e-
itt"

__ctud-ien &ehcrcr showed' that some 1sectlons of the-ogte
tit

were written when Goethe was young thus ,hv1ng an ,nthusiatic
bib/le &JC.EC ccj1 t/

and Idealistic tone; otheipassagcs shbwed-the'-disillus4I.onmentOI .........................................................................
_.r,

ofold ae and must have been written late in Goetbe' life .1

These results were hailed as important achievements of tItgtTeS'

criticism' at the time. However, the manuscripts later
k,

discoveredJ1inoluded an early version o'Faust In-whc+r--tTh

1rgite had almost the exact ca-P& ef that Inally pub shed
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begod stylistic-oont-i&cratione, were shown to he incorrect

when objective, external evidence came to light.

In the ballads and early prose narratives,

the idea that fworl -composed by , grouphas fallen into
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