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The imporitance of the singie author and wne slugle work

dominates literary huudle», as can be secn 1f the plan

and ﬁrcatm;aﬁ o; the W Oxﬁord “Lgu0¢J of English
e Ua.x:ed w.i.tu. wnat of the

the unity of the Ilia it e“bdgssex.méhough manffggink the
two have different authors. Of course no one argues that
Homer made up his material from nothing, so there may well

netrssay,
be sources behind Homer, but this does not,deny tﬂg unity

of authorship. C.M. Bowra in Tredition—and—Designin—the—tiiad V/

(1830—reprinted 1950, 1088, 1063) discusd%s)the criticism
of HomerJ Where—repetitions—have—been—cited—beo—show

an-eerlierdete to one—of the—pesseges. He admits that the

Iliad contains some inexplicable contradictions, but these

not
do ae?re-indicate multiple authorship’ than—a-fallible—single
smbher:

Homer's name, remembered and honoured, is perhaps the

best evidence for hils early fame and influence, and the
best answer to those who think that the Iliad is the

work of several great poets and several bunglers. Even

the Odyssey in antiquity was sometimes taken from him,

but the Iliad remained his t&lllscientific criticism
strained at the gnat of some difficulties in composition,
and swallowed the camel of multiple authorship. The credit
for the Iliad rests primarily with Homer who gave the
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