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Today 6nly a few scholarsargue f 'r th/'multiple
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in oaerio etu*authere has beiiiI-strong shift toward

the unity of the Iliad and the Odyssey,4,4hough man i4ink the

two have different authors. Of course, no one argues that

Homer made up his material from nothing, so there may well

" be sources behind Homer, but this does not 4deny t)e unity

of authorship. C.M. Bowrain--Tr&dition and Design in the-441ad

(2G, reprinted 1950, 1958, 1963) discus4 the criticism

of Homer, Whore repet-it-io?w ha'rbeen eltod to show

mntiple authorship, be qeetion the melhni us tn Rign

aiiarlier date to one of the panoagco. e admits that the

Iliad contains some inexplicable contradictions, but these

o *spa indicate multiple authorship:t- 1hlr sinip
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Homer's name, remembered and honoured, is perhaps the
best evidence for his early fame and influence, and the
best answer to those who think that the Iliad is the
work of several great poets and several bunglers. Even
the Odyssey in antiquity was sometimes taken from him,
but the Iliad remained his t1111-scientific criticism
strained at the gnat of some difficulties in composition,
and swallowed the camel of multiple authorship. The credit
for the Iliad rests primarily with Homer who gave the
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