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‘Thus it is natural that the one who is able to speak the mind of God should

be enabled to declare what is going to happens

The prophet spoke, in the first place, for hi&hcontemporaries. He de-

clared o then the mind of God. But his mnessage wes not limited teo his con-

.temporarigs. Often it is made c;ear in the nessages of the prophcts th#t
tﬁgy spoke for future geueratiqﬁa as well as for their own. The very f=ct
thet their writings were written do%n end cerefully presérved is evi@ence
that thef Were inténded for posiéritg'as well as fﬁr their contemporéries.
It was God's purpose to mske aveilable tc His pecple the revelation of His
will contained ;n the Bible, The prop@ets were His “instrumcnts in preparing
this book which was to declare Hys will to all subsequent genératicns. ?iewed
in this light ths_maasage of the prophets to succeeding generations assumes
#n importance fully equal to that éf thedr m:azage to thcir contempﬁrarieSa
The purpose of the prophet was to declare the mind of God. This in-

volves (15 the gi;ing of information as tortha divine‘viewpoint. They tell
fucts about QQ&,_aﬁout men, end about the relstion of God to man,

{2) It also involves, end perhaps even more primarily, a declerationm
of the will of God a5 to what His pocple Biloulu do.

(3) It_invoives further rebuke to those who hgve_disobayad the known

will of Gody
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