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(6) God's people would receive encoursgement in particular situations

through the predictions of eventusl triumph or through predictions of tempo-
rayy victories of evil, knowledge of which would keep them from despairing

when &ll seen:d hopeless otherwise.-

These purposes of prediction can be sumusrized again as follows.

(1) Authentiéation of the message §£ the prophet who gave the pre-
diction, or of the one whom the prophet declared to be thg one whom God would
.send .

(2) Conditional predictions declaring the blessings atﬁéndant upon
faithfﬁlnaas to God or the curses attendant upon uisobedience. In certain cases

these predictions lose: their conditionsl quulity when u future blessing is

- predicted unconditionclly as a result of an accomplished faithfulness,

(3) frediction of the futuré as a gulde to the actions of ths proph t's
contemporaries or of those who would be living wheg the thépgs’predictad should
ogccur or should appear on the horizon,

(4) Prediction of the-aventual outcone of particuler situations, in order
to enﬁouraga those who féced these Bituatioﬁs, cither by assuring them of
eventugl,ttiumph,'ox by causing them not to despuir because of the knnwleuée
voﬁc?aféd to'tham thﬁt’thé hand uf.God weg in the spparent tamporany triumph
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of evil.
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