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(6) Godta people would receive encouragement in particular situations

through the predictions of eventual triumph or through predictions

of-tempo-raryvictories of evil, knowledge of which weulU keep them from despairing

when a.U aeemd hopeless otherwise .-

These purposes of prediction can be sum;arized again as follows. -

(1) Authentication of the message of the prophet who gave the pre-

diction,, or of the one whom the prophet declareci to be the one whom God would

send,




(2) Conditional predictions declaring the blessings attendant upon

faithfulness to God or the curses attendaut upon disobedience. In certain oases

these pretictions lose- their conditional quality when a future blessing is

predicted unconditionally as a result of an accomplihhed faithfulness.

() Prediction of the future as a guide to the actions of the propb.t's

contemporaries or of those who wovjii. be living when the things predicted should

occur or should appear on the horizon.

(4) Prediction of the eventual outcome of particular situations,, in order

to eacouiago those who faced these situations, either ensuring them of

eventual triumph, or by causing them not to despair because o the knowlecige

vouchafeci to theo that the hand of God was in the apparent temporary triumph

of evil.
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