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The Study of the Blble Today and Tomorrow, edited by Harold R. Willoughby
e _(The University of Chicago Press) 1947
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RIS b e “Contemporary Trends in Jewish Bible Study“ by Felix A. Levy
Emmnuel Congregatlon, Chlcago

p- 99 The flret reactlon, therefore, of JerSh scholars tc biblical criticism that

_sought to prove the inferiority of Judalsm was_ natural resentment._ They fclt that they z_

“were best fltted“to-understand“their_ownml1terature;-and~theywrejected—almostuentirely—w~-

| the findlngs of the dominant school of blblical crltlclsm of a half—century ago.'.'.“

i L Thene studeots_old_not_egqeptﬁgengyallylthe_TwT;eion of the Hexateuch into J E, D, P, and

“"R;“or'the“theory“of“a'"straight;line“develcpment" of-Israel'S"culture and religion.

Théy did'not put prophecy before Torah and make the 1atter a deterloration of the

-~ former, nor did they agree to. themstatement that all Israel's prehlstory is flctlcn5 e

R "éhd"that'iﬁs"recbrding”waS“latE“because“ancient—lsrael was_analphabetiCTj“A"Jewish ----- g
______ R scholar Slegmund ﬁambel 6'555 given the best summar§_ofmwhat mlght be called the
-mﬁh ,————"Jewish" point of wiew by his analysis of the theories of Wellhausen and Eduard Meyen

p.100
'aﬁdmﬁiempfbof"cf”tHEii“ﬁnﬁeﬁaBiﬁtyld He supports his own _arguments by’ drawing / upon —

the work of Gressmanﬂzmd Gunkel8 who have gone a lcng way from their teachers. m"In""

————general.,- Jewish study has attacked the theory of development, partlcularly the claim s

documentary hypothe51e-“or the p0331bilify of reccvering the orlglnal sources, and the ;

—~Jate dating of the booksid - . ..

| L. thanlonet oy Wellhausen e dolee e e i S S o n D L S s s
b 5. Propounded-by-Eduard Meyer .
: 6. Vorgeschichte des israelitischen Volkes und seiner Rellglon, T (1928) 15"
£ "7 Who asks: "Whether knowledge gains((by such methcdology)) and whether this
e ————discipline-can-claim to be a science." "What one cannot_ deflne, is regarded as post-exili®
¢"The Task of 0ld Testament Investigatlon,"Zletschrlft fur dle alttestamentllche Wissen-
schaft XLII , 192,58 F.) i T
Jluseiiciiy 8 Ideas exprassed in—the prophets- and in- Gen,,ch 1,_can be very old, even though
they hay have been wrltten down in the Babylonian Exile(Schopfung und Chaos(Gottlngen,
1895),PP 1357 s S e
-9 - Jewsyof- ocurse;—have not-been-alone-in their refusal to_ accept currently popular
theories. One_has but to recall the various "fashions" in biblical criticism and the

reactiOHS k0. ﬁhé Sweepiﬁg'éxplanations of the various "pan"schools. . . .
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