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diction is frequently reproduced in poetic inscripticus. We are unable to

believe that they were commonly either recited. or learnt in an alien form

of language. The fact that t}e lani-ge of t1e inscrptions which contain the

Homeric forms and. formulae is a1way he native language -whether it be the Boric

of Corfu or the Ieic of ITacs - is definite evicionce to the contrary. Evidence

to the same effect is furnished by the forms of heroic manes, especially on

painted vases, where they are written over the figures depicted.. Such forms

as ekaba and Diaphobos cannot possibly be derived from our text - or any Ionic

text - of the poems. The (preumabIy Chalcidien) form Ainees is equally incompatible

with ouJLtext.
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