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(1947 1955)

~ '"The most distinguished and extensive scholarship, for obvious reasons, has been
inSp_ired by the most important works of '1_it§fature,__specifically-tﬁé Bible, Homer, and
~ Shakespeare. With the miracles of Biblical and Semitic scholarship, chiefly the so-called

‘higher criticism', which has largely succeeded in unraveling the inmmerable documents,

:f'e'visims-' "and editings that go to make up our Sacred Books, and :'th'e-only slightly iess

miraculous feats of Hemeric and Greek .,cholarship that have done a comparable job in

1dentif)mg the medley of fragments and incmstatlons we know as Homer, we need not
conce‘m ourselves here. A very brief glance at a few aspects of Shakespnare scholarship

the speciflc tradition in which Miss Spurgeon worked, however, should ‘be m order."

44-4 i _!'Dover Wilson is a typical case; an intelligent and conservatlve textual critic, one
of the editors of the valuable (smetimes weird) new Cambridge edltion, who has been one--_'t'_

jof those to, make an exhaustive study of Elizabethan handwriting as a bas:b for recon-~
‘{ \ stmctmg Shakespeare s manuscnpts ﬂirough cmnpositers misreadmgs he frequently goes R
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: w:.ld.when he gets to critical interpretatien and relies on no '_ewdence "nore objectwe

than his own pipe dreams. Theories 11ke the conjecture in The Essentml ShakeSpeare that-_r__'___"_'.ﬁ

the great last poens Shakespeare undoubtedly wrote after his ret:.rement were destroyed b)r"-.-';

his Puritan son-in-~law, or ‘the view in What Happens in Hamlet that Shaxespeare chose

Demark as'a- setting because qf its Lutheranism make GTeg S statement that Wilson's
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theories are the “careermgs of a not too captive balloon in a high wind' seem

surpnsmgl}' moderate.!  (page 184) 7 f
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