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_ _type.

';‘hab Deborah would be the .one who would win a victory over Sieera. He3ieﬁnilling;toej

-3 -

bring. Perhaps instead he will form a.line of eiege-all around_Mount Tabor and starve
outbtbe.leraelites there. Or pefhape he will attack and deepoil the homes of the Israel-
1;53 while tney are gathered on Mount Tabor and thus force then to gilve up their campaign
and return to try to rescue their homes. Supposing, however, that Sisera does encamp
beside the.river? What reason is there to feel sure there will be a storm? Deborah may .
be a good judge of weather conditions. At this time of year perhaps a storm ;eequite

apt to ocecur, yet suppose 1;:- doee{not‘r_ A1l the _gfeat e:ffort. will be useless and Baz_'alc

will be discredited in the eyes of the people. He is. not inclined to take the responsi-

;bility ‘himself of attempting to carry out this line of attack. 'Hoﬁaver,'it appears. to.

-him a good suggestion., - He thinks it very likely that Sieera will actually encamp by the

river"Kiehon which 1is the beet place to guard.the approaches to Mount'Tabor. Also he
thinka 1t likely that there will be a atorm at this time of the year. He is not quite

ready himeelf to take the responsibility of thia plan in case of failure. So we find

ain.verse 8 that he says that he will go if Beborah will go with him¢ But if she will

g oﬁ-go, then he will not_undertake this plan,ofzcampaign. 1f the plan fails, he wante

ﬁib:to'be clearly evident to everyone that it was Deborah'e mistake and not his.

' ne find a second type of prediction in the next verse, The firet prediction was

what might be called an organic prediction. Thaﬁie it is a prediction which .is organic—

gally connected with bhe progreee of the accompliehment of the will of God. God is going

_ﬁto_g;ve the victory and to destroy Sisera and He 13 going to do 1t in the way here pre— W

e

idicted. The progress of God'e kingdom is clearly linked up with the carrying out of

El

?thia prediction. The prediction which follows, however 18 of & an entirely different

liIt ie one which we might call an 1nc1dentel prediction.. Deborah declares that

:_"'-fahe wili go with Barak if he insists upon it. | However if she goes it doos not. merely 3

'mean that Barak will have eomeone elee as a. scapegoat if the plan doesn't work' 1t

meens that he will nnt receive the full credit for ite ‘success because the Lord will

-

- sell Sisera into the.hands of a women. Barak posaibly underetood theee worde as meaning 5
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