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p. 379 Of this latter class of contradictions the poem is lull. The Hindu
Homer nods continually.

p. 381 The epic in its present form is swollen with many additions, but
they are all cast into the shade by the enormous mass added bodily to the
epic as didactic books, containing more than twenty thousand stanzas. I have
elsewhere fully eip1ained the machinery by which this great appertx was
added to the original work through suspending the death of the narrator,
and, shown that there are many indications left in the epic pointing to
the fact that the narrator in the original version was actu11y kill
before he uttered a word of the appendix. As this one fact disposes 01
the chief feature of that theory of the epic which holds that the work

as originally what it is to-day, and as no sufficient answer has been
given to the facts adduced, there can be no further question in regard
to the correctness of the term pseudo-epic as applied to these parts
of the present poem. There has been, so far as I know, no voice heard.
in favor of the so-called synthetic theory in regard to the nature of
these late books, except certain utterances based. apparently on a
misconception. Thus it has been said, I think, by Professor O1d.enburg
that the discovery of the lotus-stalk tale amcng the early Buddhistic
legends tends to show that the epic book where it occurs is antique.
On this point this is to be said: No one has ever denied that there
are early legends found in the late parts of the epic; but the fact
that this or that legend repeated in the pseudo-epic is found in other
literature, no matter how old,, does nothing toward proving either the
antiquity of the book as a whole, which is just what the "synthetic"
method contends for, or the antiquity of the epic form of the legend..
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