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The Letters of Ju.nius

This list, omitted in the 1950 edition, contains the names of Edmund. Burke,

Lord George Sackvili.e, Lord. Chatham, Colonel Barre, Hugh Macaulay Boyd, Dr.

Butler, John Wilkes, Lord Chesterfield, Henry Flood* William Burke, Gibbon,

W. B. Hamilton, Charles Lloyd, Charles Lee(genera). in the American War of

Independence), John Roberts, George Grenville, James Grenville, Lord Temple,

Duke of Portland, WilliamC4reatrakes, Richard. Glover, Sir William Jones,

James Hollis, Laughlin Macloan, Philip Rosenhagen, Home Tooke, John Kent,

Henry Grattan, Daniel Wray, Horace Walpole, Alexander Wed.derbrun(Lord. Laugh

borough), Dunning (Lord Aehburton), Lieut.-General Sir R. Rich, Dr. Philip

Francis, a junto" or committee of writers who used. a common name, Do Lolme,

Mrs. Catherine Macaulay(1733-91), Sir Philip Francis, Lord. Littleton., Wolfram

Cornwall and. Govt Thomas Pownafl.

"In the great majority of cases the attribution is based on nothing more

than a vague guess. Edmund Burke denied that he could have written the letters

of Junius if he would, or would have written them if he could. Grattan pointed

out that he was young when they appeared. More plausible claims, such as those

made for Lord. Temple and Lord George Sackville, could. not stand the test of

examination. Indeed after 1816 the question was not so much 'Who wrote Juniu.s?,

as 'Was Junius Sir Philip Francis, or some und.iscoverable In that year

John Taylor was led by a careful study of Woodfall's edition of 1812 to publish

The identity of Junius with adistinu.ished living character established in
at

which he claimed the letters for Sir Philip Francis. He had/first been inclined

to attribute them to Sir Philip's father, Dr Francis, the author of the trans

lations of Horace and. Demosthenes. Taylor applied to Sir Philip, who did not die

til 1818, for leave to publish, and. received from him answers which to an unwary

person might appear to constitute denials of the authorship, but were in fact

evasions.
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