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ARTEURIAN TECEND - 000951

Eleventh ed., Vol.II, p. 684
Disaassion of two opposite theories — the "continental® and the "insular" -
s to the origin of the Arthuriisn Tegend. "The evidence of recent
discoveries is all in favour of the insular, or French, view." The
prevailing standpoint of German scholars may be called the "continental
theory.

The literary form falls into tr. ee groups!: pssudo-historic, poetic,

and prese. "Of these three branches the prose romanes offer the most
insuperable prodblems; none can be doted with any certainty; all are

of enormous length; and all have undergone sevargl redactions.. Of

nct one do® we as vet possess a criticalanu  comparative text, and in

the absenae of such texts the pullication or any definite ana detailed
theory as to the evolution and relative position of the separate

branches of the Arthurian cycle is to be deprecated. The materisl is

s0 vast in extent, and in sc chaotic a condition, that the construction
of any such theory is only caleulszted to invite refutation and disaredit.”

1956 ed., Vol. II, p. 461
Speaks of the various elements of the legend =s threads that sre'woven
together in one fasecinating but bewildering web'. o disaussion of
the theories mentioned in the 11th ed.

GUDRUN

Eleventh ed., Vol. XII, p. €68
Is compared to the greater HTibelungenlimd as the QOdyssey is to the Iliad.
L. Ettmuller first ap lied L:uchmann's ballad-theory to the poem(1841),
and K. Mullenhoff (1745) rejected more than three-quarters of the whole
as'not genuine,"

1956 ed., Vol. X, p. 947
No mention of Lachmann or Mullenhoff in bibl. Scsrcely any bibl. ref.

GRAIL

Eleventh ed., Vol. XII, p. 321
Origin of Grail story. Difficulty of finding an hypothesis which would
admit of the practically simultaneous existenee of gpparently contra-
dictory features. Ultimate solution lies in a olending of two
originally independent streams of traiition. The Gawain-Bleheris
version ealled the "esrliest form of the Grail story.”

1956 ed.tl Vol. X. P 60'{!’
Scholerly opinion is steadily coming round to the view that the only
interp. of the obscuritiss and gpparent contradictions ¢i tne Grail
story is to regard it as the confused record of a form of worship,
semi~Christian, semi-pagsn, etc. . . .
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