3.56-1
Studay of Cral Tmnsmissicn
1. Statements 285 to alleged accurscy of oral tramsmission, with precise references.
b\ ' The Bible in Modern Scholarship, edited by J. Philip Hyatt (Abingion Press:
Washville) 1965. Fapers resd at the 100th Leep;_ﬂ.zx of the Society of Biblical

Iiterature, December 2°-30, 1964..
"Method in the 3tudy of Barly Hedbrew History" by Roland de Vaux, O. P.

pp. 22,30 Literary criticism by itself does not bring =2 sufficient answer to

the questions of the historian, and he, berond the texts, must 20 back to the study
P30 of the traditicns. Recently the accuracy of the oral tradition has been grsatly

insisted upon, especially in the Wear East and especially amcng the people who did
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not nse writing, or used it very little. This affirmation needs serious resitrictions.

The oral transmission of an account achieves 2 certain fixity only when this account

has received a pcetic cr rhythmic form, and this fixity is helpfvl if there is a

n tredition which controls and sustzins it.
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parallel writt Teither in the Near East
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nor elsewhere are historic memoriss transmitted for long without being deformed
if there is only an oral transmission. On the other kand, certain cheracteristics
c attached to names, places, sanctuaries, cor rites are preserved with astonishing
persistence. |
These reservations mraue, the form snd the coatent of the snctent biblical
traditions pernit one to think that they lave preserved accurate memories of the
origias of Israsl. They contain iadeed certain of those elements which oral
traditicn preserves best, they retain ancient poetic compositions, znd they refer
to two (or onel?) collections of poems or epic teles, the "Bock of the iara of

15
Yahweh" (Tum.21.1%) and the "Book of the Braves" (Josh.10.13).

. the works of H., S. ¥yberg, H. Birkeland and, egenerally, E. Hielseun,
bion, 1954
14 Cf. among others J. van der Ploesz, "Le rote de la traditiocn orale dans la :
[ ssion ¢u texte de 1l'ancien E’;‘Psta_rnent. " RB, LII(19470,5-41; W, F. Albright, ]\
From ‘{mp Stone Age to Christianity,” 1957, pp.64-76

15. ‘S. Mowinckel, "Hat es ein israslitisches Tationalepos gzegebenl?! ZAW, LIII
(1935),130~52. But cf. N. H. Tur-Sinai, "Was there on Ancient 'Book of the Wers
of the Lord'?" Bulletin of Israel Exploration Society, XXIV (1359-1960),146-48.
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