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p. 37 Certainly we hove to postnlate many centuries of epic poetry before Homer,

and we must think of this peetry as 'oral composition' of the type whose technigues

we have outlined above.l We mow have a clearer idea of the broad mass of material on
which Homeric poetry is besed; and our new knowledge does nothing to support the
conception of written earlier forms rehandled by compilers, The form in which we have
to put the Homeric question today is, 'What is the connection between the epics as

we have them and oral compositon?! A few moments' consideration of the technigues

of oral.composition wi_l"__ show that they are el.l.'L present in the Iliad ar.xl Odyssey.

The most striking technical feature - the use of fepetitive. formulaa - .‘is particularly
stronsﬂ_y 'ﬁarked in Horner Di:fficulﬂes of metre may be partly ro.%poqsibla.

How shall we answer this question? Shall we say that the Homerip poems be-
long solidly in this context of poetry orally conceived and orall 1y trensmitted? Some
fo of ?erry's'schooi aeéﬁi inclined tp draw this conclision. Pure oral poetry, however,

.. is never répeated_ twice in the same fdrmzt 'thus they hsve to explain the fixity cf the

text by supposing that an oral performance geined such striking success that an immed-

iate transcript was made. : This is a new aprroach and a dangeroga one, leading to the
misinterpretation of great poetry. )
Admittedly the ‘ength of the M is no ag;gumént againét this view.__ ‘.ﬁmong
oral heroit_: p@g;:;s we find such exa;nplea ﬁs the epic of Avdo Mededovic ‘with more than
12, 000 verls.\es.. We c:an do better by locking at the plot of the Ilisd. There is in-
deed a ;'a.'::;all.el here slso from south Slavic poetry.'but the differences are 8o gr_eat
that we are justified in thinking that the poet of the Iliad could write.. The decisive

éf@lménta for this view are drawn from the many cross-references, often widely separated,

which modern scholars have pointed out.

T's See p. 16 fa

2 The dictum of Sterling Dow (Class. Weeklg 49. 1956, 197) 'Verdatim oral
Premsmission of a poem composed orally and not writfen down is unknown! Has been challen=-
ged recently by G.S. Kirk, 'Homer and Modern Oral Poetry: Some Confusions'. Class. Quart.
54,1960, 271. From observations of contemporary oral epic:on its own ground he condludes

that faithful transmission is possible.But even if this were applicable’to the Iliad and
Owegdygse ythe burming quest@ weuld stil) be whether they could possidly have been orally concesveel.
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