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Study of Qral Transmission

Glock, Albert E. "The Study =and Interpretation of the Old Testement" in Concordis
Theological Monthly, Feb., 1967 (Vol. XXXVIII, No. 2)

=+ 2. Statements as to precise parts of P, giving correct material from a far
earlier pericd.

p. 100 As a case in point we may consider the pr-iod betweon the patriarchs and the
conquest with the independent testimony of one sxtra-Biblical source, the 20,000~
tablet archive from Mari on the upper Euphrates, The Msri materiasl is limited o

£ 70-year period contemporary with the esrliest patriarchs., The site is in North
Syrie, neer Haran, the family home of Terah, father of Abrsham. The language of

the tablets is Akkadian, which is clearly different from the West Semitic langusages
of which Canasnite and Hebrew are representative. Thus, for example, one may obsarve
that Akkadian has no special term for "tribe" or =ny of its subdivisions. But Msri
is on the adze of the desert, and its ¥ings were frecnently in contact with mohile
trives. Ifis thus of no little interest tc learn that the terminology employed in
the Mari archive referring to tribal units is borrowed from West Semitic aond, in
fact, correspondis to that in the 01ld Testament. Illustratfons of this are Gen. 25.
16 and Wum. 25.15, where "people(s)" is in reality a technical term denotingu tribal
unit, a datum the latiter text itself acknowledeses and explai=s hy the addi*idn
"father's house," a synonym for clan (érchives Rovsles de Mari, VIII, ¥o. 11, line 21)

A detailed study cf the perallels between the Mari toblets and the Cld Testament
remains to b2 done. It is important to note *hat the Mari records offer the first
evidence of prophecy as an independent weligious institntion in the ancient world
outside the 0ld Teztament. The military census with accompanying expistory rites
(Bx. 30.11-16; 2 Sam. 24) i3 much 1ike the administretive order in Mari known es
the tebibtum. Tha personal n-mes in the earliest strate cof the 0ld Testament are
parallel to Amorite names from Mari. These and numerous other independently attested
social, political, and religiocus data cculd not have heen invented. Their meaning
for history requires evaluation. The 2ncieat historian was primarily a theologian.
The modern historian has crest difficnlty when he refuses to be e theologian in his
study of the 0ld Testament.



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm


