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p. 25 The decipherment of the Mycenaean records has shown that the civili-
sation of Cnossus, Mycense, and Pylos does not conform to our earlier
notions of it, which we owed largely to Homer and which cid not seem to be at
variznce with the evidence of the sites uncovered by Schliemann and his success—
ors. First, as we know from its cazrefu! documents, it was a highly organised,
even buresucratic society. The tables show that meticulous inventories were =
made of 211 kinds of possessionssthat military crders were given in writing,
that there was an elaborate system of lanc-tenure, which differentizted be-
wesn roval, private, and common holdings, that the word basileus, which
me=ng ing! in Homer, meant 1ittle more than = hﬁﬁor princeling under a
supericr wanax, and that the wanax, hlnanlz aeedongh have been the szme as e
the lzwegetas, "lewasr of the people”, who commended troops in war, The /
Mycenaean organisation was in fact closer to that of the Hittites than to
snything we hear of in Homer, who reflects a simpler and less smoitious order
of things. The liycenasans used writing as an instrument of organisation
on & large sczle for guite trivisl matters, but Homer mentigns it only once
in a mysterious context for a correspondence betwean kings,” Its almcet total
absence from his picture of the heroic world shows how inadequately he was
in formed about it. Secondly, thongh Homer often dilates with pride on the
wealtih of his heroes and clearly thought its level high by the standsrds of
his own time, the evidence for Mycenasan wealth suggests that it was in fact
much higher., ¥or instaence, Odysseus and Alcinous each keep fifty women to work
in their houses,” and there is nc hint that this is not princely, but the Pylos
tablets, which come from a single place and a very short periofl, give the names. =
of 645 slave-women, together with some 370 girls and 210 boys.  FHomer!'s r&spnct
for the fabulous wealth of the past falls short of the reality. Vhatever tra-
~aition gave him, it did nct given him accurata 1nfo*nnt10n on *ha socl 21 and”
' 'e_conomic structure of Mycenaena Fife. = e :
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