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When making room for the period of SCViL years in i'ebuchad.nezzar's

life it would seem to have been better if tie au.tuor coulu. have

stated. wuetuer or not Laridon sslns the tablets for tiie daps

mentioned on pace to any particular year, insteau. of raisin

the doubt as to wuetuer ue assiued tuein to dates wuicu woula

make the seven sear erioa less likely. Finally the supposition

that a reenoy would be',-deemed preferable to an vil-Lerodac.L4. ;)

seems to be directly contrary to the author's statements on a

previous page (6) that weaklirs soon ceased to reign in

Babylonia, and triat"soe more ares3ive, self-assertive, or

intel1ient brother or rival speedily mau.e an end. oi them by

assassination or rbe11ion."

The present writer does not .LCflO' enouu about the lanu.aes

to discuss tue ar6ument about tue Ksdim and the aldua, but he

wishes that late writers had been Kept out of tae discussion.

Djodorus icuJ.ua,twno lived in tae time of aesar au. Au6u5tu8,

uintu.s Curtius "probably of the seconu. century J. . ", irrian

"prefect of appaaoci uner .u.adriarl", and otuer8 wuo lived.

earlier but lo late to be of any great value, are liberally used

in the arument. William of Tyic ac/ 4'K7Pc/ k'/jo

both in Palestine within a century of tue First Crusac.e are cony

siu.ered. pratioa1ly worthless authorities for tut exp..iition,

While such men asJohn of Ypres writing in the nest two centuries

or more afterwards contribute absolutely notnin except as they

ju.ote earlier soures. Is not the very point of tile Easdim

u.estion tuat the u.sae is supposed. to represent the cu-tom of

a later ae r thea use the writers of that e, w.o were

admittedly surrou.rded by the customs of that later at-,e# to testify

conceruiflt events in tue earlier ace.
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