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turning from sin and seeking truly to do Fis Will? In our present passage we find
no suggestion of promising to obey CGod's law more fully nor of asking Hin to point
out the wrong in the people's lives which keeps Him from blessing them., The whole
stress is on one ideat these are God's people; God has blessed His pecple in the
past; Oh that He would pour out similar material blessings upon them againe

Versc 5 Vegins with a statement of God's general attitude of mercy toward those
who arc righteous, but the following verses do not express either desire for personal
rightcousncss or actual penitence for sine The last part of verse 5 is rather ob-
scurce in the Authorized Version. Probably the Revised Version comes ncarer to the
meaning? '"Bchold, thou wast wroth, and we sinned: 1in them have we been of long
time and shall we be saved?" The present miscery has gone on for a long times God's
wrath has showva its effeet during many ycars. Is therc hope of improvement?

Verses 6 and 7 loo!: superficially like a confession of sin and penitence. How-
ever they necither contain nor are followed by any promise of improvement in right-
cousness or vlea for divine help to this end. It is recognized that the nation is
charactrrized by sin and iniquity, but the tendency seems to be to attribute this to
God, and to erphasize the nced of material benefit rather than to stage a desire for
spiritual or moral bctterment. It is rather blandly said that "there is none that
calleth upon thy name. « « for thou hast hid thy face from us." Religious indiffer-
cnce secens to be a subjecty, not for strong regrety but for attribution to the agency
of God Himsclf.

The last phrase of verse 7 is perhaps more accurately translated in the American
Revised Version than in the Authorized Version: "Thou. . « hast consumed us by mcans
of our iniquities." Even the iniquities of the poople arc simply a means that God
is using to injure them, The pleca consists of a request that He should trcat them
differently.

THE POTTLR

Verse 8 again presents the same idcas Why should God blamc His pcople? He is
the pottery and thoy arc merely the clay. Why doesn't He treat them better? After
all, they arc His peoplecs This is very different from the way that Paul uses the
same figurc in Romans 9, or Jercmiah in Jercmiah 18, MNeither of them provides any
warrant for the suggestion that Godl's sovercignty gives us an excusc for blaming on
Hinm the results of our own sin and neglect.

Verse 9 refers to iniquity againy not as something present that needs change,
but as somcthing past which God is rcmembering too long. "Be not wroth very sorey
0 ILORD, neither remember iniquity forever! ©bdcholdy see, we bescech theey, we arc all
thy peoples™ They do not say, "We repent of our iniquities. It's all our famlt,
Welre very sorrye We pray for helpy that we may have a changed heart and attitude."
No. They mercly say, "Behold, we are all thy peoples"

The next two verses stress the material suffering and desolations Written in
the time of Isaiahy they represent a transference in imagination to the time when
those events so vividly precdicted in the earlier pertion of his prophecy should ale-
ready have been fulfilled. The result is imagined as already present (as also in
63:¢18)s Pecople lmow that Isaiah is God's spokesman, They recalize that his predic-
tions are bound to come to passe They sce their fulfillment as alrecady presents Faow
ing the situation as a reality, they pray for help. But their prayer falls far short
of the attitude that God requires. The pleay which reaches a climax in verse 12y is
very irpassioned, It bases itself on a facte=God's relationship to the people whonm
He has set aside to be His own., All of ity if certain other elements were added,
would be true and effectives 4s it is, however, it deserves not acquiescence but cone
dermations It inevitably lecads to the strong rebuke which follows. Even before the
exile has besun Isalah presents this picture of the attitude which the nation as a
whole will tazke and of the rebuke which God will give as His answer, in order that
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