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valusble materizl for archasological study has been destroyed during tvhe passage
of the 'centuries. Further, mwch that bas been preserved is hard to understand
without Ndler knowledge of oll the ecircumsisnces involved. Often interpretation
of materisl remains of antiquity seems almost like atteﬁmting to fit together a
Jig=saw pnzéla which has lost many of its parts. In goanersl written evidence
from the past is much sasier to interpret than are meterial things apari i‘;’om
writing. -

fven the written materisle of aréhseclogy, however, dc nob give us a come
piete knowledge of the history and culbure of the posis Seldom did A man sit
down with the deliberate purpose of meking a complsie nccount of these matisrs,
in order to pass this information on to posterity. Ordinsyily writing was fovx
an immedlate practicel purpose: a man drew up a conbraclt; a lawyer wrobts oul
the important focts of o caso in courd; n oitizen made & will; a king issusd a
communique regarding the progress of his warfare or pub .up_' a memufial to tha
grosiness of his deceased father. In sll these types of writings, no atbempt
at complotensss was made, for neither then nor now would ¢ne be apt to explain
in such writings what would be perfectly obvicus o his contemporanries, léefa-
over, tners is always %he possibility of biss or intenbionsl missiatement, par-
ticulaxly in the roysl memorials and COMMAN GUe S=m the very place where we res-
sonnbly sxpect to find tho greatest amount of informatbtion, Sometimes our writ-
he_m evidence, like our material objects, seems %o be only & very incomplete j&gu-
saw puszle, as'f_m- as a complete ides of hiétory is concerned.

Sometimes it is difficult to determine the exact meaning of words and
gramma.-ticai consbructions in langueges long forgotten. Here tremendous prograss

has been made, but many problems await futther ctudy.
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