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TjE CANON OF SCRIPTURE: CAN WE BE SURE wuiai BOOKS ARE INSPIRED OF GOD?
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One of the cardinal principles of the Reformation was the right and duty of
L . C. Oi1 I 4.

every believer to interpret the Scripture 'for himself up to the limit of his know

ledge. Our doctrine is not determined according to human ideas and philosophies.

It is not the result- of human peculation, or of uTlan aesthetic feeling,. Our

convictions about God and His will must be determined by careful objective study

of His Word.

This right and duty of private judgment
'
on he interpretation of Scripture

",.:. -" .4..
has always been claimed by evangelical Prtestaiits. Xhevltably, howvèr, another

7,.
question arises. How do we know what is the Word of God?' We have many evidences

of the marvelous uniqueness of the Scripture The Holy Spirit testifies to our

souls that this book is indeed Gc*1's Wod. 'If we' hàé béi born'again thràugh'the
.--- :"'-:' I'."."1

Holy Spirit, 'w knw Eh.t Jeus chris i 'a 'idtirañd Lord, and we" ar&ónxious...
"" "" :

to accept those books whid-& 'He approves. Yet' this iaes hot' immediately determine....

the'question as tosè'lectioñ 'of "After all, th'Bihlé was'
...........

:,.,- ....': .1'4 -....... 14 . ,'- . . .
not written by one man',"nor at one" time . It'bokswèré wrUtéñ'b> many different

men over a period f inny centith'i T1Cs èn'iariedealy in' their character-

istics. Sánè weré'kings upOn' the throne, while'óthers were shepherds 'caring' for

the sIéep. Some' ree prOphets and m*è"iets.'They discitsed great




"'""4 .. -' '"...........
variety of subjec'ts',-'and- used many types of literary style. These various books

are nw
-
into the thw1iTicI*e èâ1 the Bible-,,- but unit our

pènt book form4 ëthñe" mt êethl 'ie some'ti' between the second and.....
"
centuries A:r suh râ1irr4e as not known. Before that time the'

books existed on iep:ii-: . to ko 'hth the men 'who

coied1hese books into our present Bible made a correct selection of the hooks

to include?
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