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added by each of these expeditions, Little by little these will

be pileced together by'archaeolOgists. Excavations may thus some-

times yleld significant vesults years after-the actual work was done.
It is well to be prepared far'&ichVarles_whieh may at any time

burst on the sclentiflc world. Therefore, it would he good for

- readers of the Journal of the American Scientific Affillation to

have an idea of the background of some of the clities where exaavaw
tions ave heinb conducted. .

Gibeon {'lrst comee 1o our attention in caﬁnécﬁian with the in-
vasion of Joshua, when the men fyom Glbeon obtained & treaty with
Joshua by false prebenses (Josh. §). Since the Israelites had been
ordered not to make any treaty with fhe ﬁnhﬁb;iaﬁts of the land.,
but £o root them out entilrely lest they be themeelves corrupted by
theliy wickedness, this wag a ﬁuvibus error and clear digohedience
to God's commands. The Gibeonlfes had deceived Joshua by pretend-
ing to have come from a long distance. Joshua falled in hie re-
sponaib*lauy to carpy oubt a full investigation, before making any
actual decision.

All through uhbuﬁQHEﬂﬁ history Tsrael suffered as a result of
the.miutn te of Joshua in not lookinz before he lenped. God ra-
Quired that the rush promise be kept. Although the Gibeonites
were reduced to servitude, thelr lives were carefully protected
allutnraugh.uubaeqyant Tsraelite hilstory, and those who broke this
cémménd were 3evefely punished (2 Sam. 21-1—9):

The preservation of the Gibeonites produced & forelign ares which
aeparated the 1arge tribe of Judah in the sauth from the lavge tribe
of Eph?gim.an tha north, and, humanly speakLng, had ¥ grpat deal to
do with thﬂ eventual hﬂaaking of Iarael into twqwn@tiuna._
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