http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Papers.htm

~3 -

The Saturday Evening Post of February 8, 1958, carried an in-

" tereshing populary account of the excavations 2t (Gibeon, including

pietures of a remarkable water works cub out of solid wvock in the
Bth genbury B.C. This provided a constanﬁ supply of water out of
veach of enemies. The pilctures of the maﬁgiﬁe works gilve one an
idea of the importance of the city which h&_might never have
mealized from the Biblical account. Yet the Bible tells us thas
the city was so important that Solomon went there to make his -
great sacrlflce after he became king. And 1t wgé there that Solomﬁn“
had his famous dream (1 Kings 3). ' |

Dothan 1s mentieoned in the Bidble in the eapl ier neriod, Joseph
went there looking for hils brothers (Gen. 28:1%) and it was in that
neighborhood that he was celzed by them, pub inko a pif, and
eventuaxly gold to the Hidianites. Lha'ait” fs little mentioned
after thet until we come to the later time of the Israeiite kings,
when we f£ind that it cccupies an important place in the life of
Elisha.

Ever since 19532 Dy . Joseph Free of Wheaton College has been
earrying on excavation at Dothan. Theve he has unearthed sections
of the city that weve actuclly In use 2t the time of Elisha. It
makes the Biblical history seem much more peal to see the sedsmrl

typé'af houses lived in ané the sctual situation of the pesople

among whom Elishe prophzsied.

. Shechem also was a c¢ity of great importance in early times. It
W&aﬂbharé.that the sons of Jacob, through a-trickg.treadhgrouﬁly-
killed,many of the 1nhabitantm (Gen; 34)., On accﬁunt of this
Jacab Goomed the deacendants of Simeon end LQVL %o be acattarad
abr%ad in Israel (ﬁanm 49) In,tba_ggqunt;gﬁwtggyauﬁgeg Shegham \
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