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playqian-importantjrola in ﬁhe'life of Abimelech, the son of Gideon.
Shgcﬁem iater begame the first capitgl of'Jerbboam, who 1ed_th¢
gsecession éf the northern trives (1 Ringa 12), For some reason he
d1d not keep his éapibal there long, bubt instead moved iﬁ'tb Tirzah
(1 Kings 14:17).

‘German excavators unearthed portions of Shechem early in the
present century. Unfortunately, their'ﬁaterial was never fuliy
published. The mere'reeent'excavationsfﬁgturally can use bettery
methéﬁs and have considerably more fund&-ﬁvailable; butk what was

dug up by the Germane is of course not available for further ex-

gavation.

Every time 2 new place ls excavated mﬁch'ia 1eavﬁéd aboutjfh§
general 1ife of antlquity and also about methods of sucoessful . ex-
cavation. At the same Gime much evidence is unavoidably deétro&ed.
Large works of art and inscribed tablets.are of tremendous Import-
arice, but sometimes even move ig learned from bits of pottery,

from the type of housesg and aprtifacts, and fvom the velation of

‘diffevent material objects to one another. Once they are dug up

this relationship has been destroyed:and all that remeing ls what
has been observed by the excavators and photographed or written
down. Thus archaeologlsts éra anxious that excavation proéeeﬁ'aa
rapidly as possible, in order to Increase thelr knowledge and im-
prove their methodology, and yet they wish that all of the import-
ant sites could be left to be excavated alfter methods have reachead

their greatest improvement, In order that the utmost possible could

‘be learned from them.

Hazor has been under excavation for a number of years by the

Department of Antiquities of the State of Israel, The other three
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