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ARCHEOLOGY
fo i by Allan A- Maon&e, Phn DI
o Faith Theological Seminary
3 i Elkins Park, Phila&elphia 17, Pa.
The last seven years have witneaaed an unusual geries ef
diaaoverias 1n Palestine. In the entira history of Aruheology

thera hava never been nore thrilling &evelopments than those

which foll@wea tha original diseovery of tha Dead Saa SGrolla.

; In the spring of 19#7 an Arab shephera happened upen a

'cave in the wilderness of Juﬂaaa, a little weat of the north end

of tha Dead Sea. In thia cave he found some ancient clay jars,
which nonﬁaineﬂ 1naar1baa scrolls wrapped in 11nen elath He took
thase scrolla %0 Jerusalem and tried to 3911 them.' Bame were
purchaaed by tha Hebrew Univeraity, while othera came into the
hands of the Archbiahop of the Syrian Ghurch 1n Jaruaalem.

Iin ?ebruary, 19#8, a repreaantativa of tha ayrian Arnhbiahop
went to the American Schooz of Oriantal Researoh to aek if ite
members eouxd 1ﬂen*ify aome old Hebrew scrollﬁ which, the mes -
senger aaid, ha& been found uncatalogusd in tha library or the *
Syrian Honaatery._ When the sorells wara examinad, it was dis-
covered that one of them containsd a §raotically camplete toxt of
the book of Iaaiah._ Ita typa of wviting auggestaﬂ that 1t came
from the time of christ, or even a littla befare. .

. This was rather hard to believe, since our earliest dateﬂ

manuaoripb of any portion of ths 016 Testament 1n ﬁebrev came frgm

the tenth century A. D., and there was 1ittle reaaon to oonaidar that

‘any of our existing Old Teatament manuseripts,aside frnm ane amall

piece of papyrus, had hean witten earlier fhan tha ninth oentuxy
A. D. The possibility that a Biblical manuseript had been found

e

which was almost a thausanﬁ years‘ﬁ ' was truiy excihing._
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