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ons describes as "a rod out of the stem of Jesse". The external
peace and safety is seen to extend even to the znimal world, for
the curse is to be removed, so that the lamb and the calf nsed no
longer fear the wolf and the lion, nor in the child in danger of harm
from the asp. The universality of this condition is vividly portrayed
in verse nine where 1t is stnted that “the sarth shall be full of
the knovledige of the LORD, as the waters cover the gea.™ There is
no suggestion here of n situation in which isolated Christians are
mnttémd thmu@ a world that is largely hostile to God, Mt a clear
pmﬁxétion that the condition descridbed is %o be universsl. The une
bcueéing radical may dismiss this as phantasy; as to the liberal, it
is hard %o avoid gquestioning oithor his honesty or his intelligence
if he soeks to persuade us that it finds adeguate fulfillment in this
sresant ags. |

Ona need no¥ geck for profound and complicated evidences that.
it has been promised that a golden ase of rlghtaoumu_w;ll ogour
unon t.hi_s exrth. The few pasmgha already cited, while forming nnl,;r |
o very small portion of the material bearing unon the gubject, are |

sufficient in thenselves to prove the fact. %wo matters of importance

are not touched uron in theso passages, namely, the tine when the

promised golden age will bagin, snd its length. |
The anawer %o the first of these questiona, while 1t con easily
bs gleaned from the 0ld Testament itaelf, is most reandily ascertained

by a compnrison with the How Testament. Isalsh 11:4 tells us that one
- of the characteristics of the promised Ruler, under whose roign external

pazes and safety are to be univergal even within the animal creation,
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