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idolaters. The sutbor of the book, however, interprets 1% as ssorificing for the

doad so thet in the rosurvection their sine would be forglven, It says nothing

about helping poor souls then in purgatory by the prayers of those om esrth, Indeed,
we might feel that o pray for these souls wos nseless ss they died unconfessed in
shameful ildolatry, It would seen tint they died in mortal sin and if these sounls
actuzlly were good encugh to go %0 purgstory, nobody conld de worse and go %o helll
The fact is thet ncbody oan fairly argue from these or sny other 3iblliocal verses
that there is o purgatory.

Jesus Christ not only spoke of Abrahim®s bosom 4e & place of bliss for 0ld
Testament believers, but declared that paradise ie such & place for Hew Testament
believors, This is taught in Luke 23:45 a verse sbout whiok Roman Catholic m
disagree, "This day”, sald Christ to the penitent thief, "Thou shult be with me in
parsdise.” The Dousy version in & footuote ex laine parudise as "the happy state
of rest, Jjoy, and peace everlasting, Christ was plesased, dy & spesial privilege, to
revard the faith and confession of the penitent thief, with a full discharge of all
his sins, both &8 %o guilt end punishment; snd to introduce him immediately sfter
doath into the haypy soclety of the Saints, whose limbe, that is, the ;lace of their
gontinement, wue now made & parsdise by our Lord's golng thither,” Phat ls, the dying
thief recelved & kind of extrase unotion and skigped purgatory altogether, The ¥
Confraternity edition footnote says "Paradise: l.e., tﬁam of the Just souls under
the old dispensation, who were walting in limbe for the coming of the Hessiss a&a lead
thenm to hoaven,” This says the dying thief went struight where sll the jJust souls of
the 014 Testament time went and makes ne provisionm for & purgatory for (14 Testument
bellevers, Thls would muke the dylng thief recelve equsl blessing to Lozarus discussed
above, And strangely this blessing of the Cld Testament time is higher thaft thet
Roman Catholice allow for just souls today who are sald to have to go through purgntory!d
A strenge tesching indeed.

Christ gave further teaching concerning heaven and the future when Ho spoke %o
His aged and beloved spostle Jomn on the island of rPatmos. John's visions embodied
in the Apecalypse give us ssveral pictures of heaven and hell, It opens with a
vision of our glorified Lord declaring tint He holds "the keys of desth and of hell,”
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