
-2 -

When we see a statement like this, it is proper to ask, what evidence do we have
about Solomon? Is there any proof of his greatness aside from what we find in the Old
Testament?

Jewish and Arab myths have much to say ibout the greatness of Solomon. Such stories
are often weird and grotesque. However, all of these stories came into existence long after
the time in which Solomon lived. They do not actually bring as proof of anything about
him. Contemporary records have been found in which the names of the many of the great
kings mentioned in the Old Testament occur. However no such record has yet been found
regarding Solomon.

In 1929 when I was on a train going from Berlin to Constantinople. a report came out
over the radio that he tomb of Solomon's wife, the daughter of Pharoah, had been discovered
and that it contained records about the greatness and power of king Solunon. Then ft ccame
known that some newspaper correspondents in Egypt had made up a story as a joke. Somhody
else had taken it seriously, and it had gone out over the radio throughout Europe. Unfor
tunatly such a prank can easily lead many people to think that Solomon was really only a
myth.




What would you or I do, if we were in God's place and faced a situation where people
denied the truth of the Old Testament accounts of Solomon's greatness? Host likely we
would cause that a monument should be discovered containing an inscription, omething like
this: "I am Solomon, the great king. I rule over all the territory from the Euphrates to
the river of Egypt. I hold many nations in subjection. I have erected great buildings,
the wonder of the world. My power is supreme in this whole region."




Unfortunately, if such an inscription were to be found, there would be those who
would say that it was entirely a bluff on the part of a petty king. And it would not be
altogether wrong for such an idea to be suggested. In the mountains of Armenia similar
monuments have been found that were put up by unknown petty chieftains who simply copied
the words on the inscriptions of the great Assyrian emperors. In the case of the Assyrian
and Babylonian kings, when we find monuments like this we can check what they say by ob
jective evidence and see that there is a great deal of truth to their boasts. It is not
sufficient merely to have a man's claim. We are interested in objective facts. What is
the voice of the stones regarding Solomon?

The first evidence on this point came from an unexpected source. Early in the pre
sent century some Germin excavators undertook to examine the bill of Megiddo. This i a
large hill in northern Palestine standing at a strategic pass which connects the interior
valleys with the end of the road that comes up from Egypt along the sea. The English word
Armageddon is derived from the Hebrew Ear Megiddo or "hill of Mcgiddo." It is used in the
New Testament to indicate a great battle that is to be fought toward the end of the age.
Megiddo has been the scene of many crucial battles,. beginning in very early history a,,--d con
tinuing even as late as World War I.

From the debris remaining on the hill of Megiddo it was easy to guess that a city had
stood there in ancient times. It is not always so easy to tell where ancient cities have
stood, yet an observer in Palestine soon learns to recognize a "tell," or artifi:ial mound..
It has a certain rather definite shape with a somewhat flat top, and sides going down rather
symetrically, showing that it is a place where a city was once built on a large or
hill, and then gradually the level was raised. In ancient times people simply threw their
refuse into the street, and gradually the hill grew higher. When a house would deteriorate
people would knock it don and rebuild on top of it. Eventually an earthquake, a fire, or
an enemy would destroy the city. The enemy might decide that this was the place whore they
wished to build a city of their own. Consequently they would flatten out the ruin aed
build on top of it. There were already walls standing there, holding in the debris. The
walls might be sufficient for the new city or they might be raised a bit. Thus we have
many cases in Palestine where one city is built upon another, as at Megidc'o.
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