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of ships at Ezion-Gebér was, after all, not so wnint:lligent as it had appeared at first
sight. C

Incidentally, the discovery of thece covper and ircn mines alco threw light on
another versz of scripture, the last part of which had fermerly been widely doubted.
We read in Deut. 3:°2 the wcrds: ‘A land wherein thou gnalt eat bread without scarce-
ness, thou shalt not lack anything in it; a iand whose stones are iron, and out of whose
hills theu mayest dig brass.”

The I'ebrew word her:z translated ‘brass' zould becter be translated 'copper.' Brass
is an allcy of copper. Thls Hebrew word stands for copper or zny alloy of it, Critics
had asserted that the vcrse was inaccurate, saying that there wore no copper or iron
mines in Palestine. Yet here was evidence that £nlomon had dug copper and iron mines

in Palestine, just as the verse in Deutercnomy had predicted. and the reason for building
a navr of ships in Eziou-Geber was evident.

It is interesting to rote that Solomon's extensivec mercantile and mining activity
is not mentioned ir the Bible. The Bible was not written to present industrial and
business history. It was written to tell about Gnd, about man's sin, and about God's
provision for man's redemption. This is its purpose. It touches on other matters only
incidentally, but wlkonever it does, we accept its statements as true., Ilere it mentions
Solomon's building of ships at Ezion-Geber, and describes how the ships brought him gold

rom Ophir, but does not tell what the ships took to Cphir, nor why he built his navy
at this particular place. Ckeptics may for a time deny the reascnableness of a Biblical
statement about history or science, but when we learn the additional facts that the
Bible dees pot give, we find evidcace that the statewents in the Bible are true.

After the long trip southward through the Arabah, Dr. Glueck reachked the upper end
of the Culf of Agabah, wherc he saw as artificial mound that a German archaeologist
had already identilied as containing the remcins of Ezion-Ceber,

Ezicn-Geber was a rmall city, not a large one like Megiddo. Glueck was anxious
to dig into it and see what he might find.

Returning to the United States, he raised some money for the purpose, and the next
year he began to excavate Fzjion-Geber, It soon became apparent that this was not a
city that had gradually grown up cver a long prriod, but one that had been built in
accordance with a defirite pilan, Although not nearly as large as Megiddo, it was
skiilfully laid out, and rnust have required a large force of skilled artisans for its
construction, particularly in view of the grecat factory complex that was its predominant
feature. For a monarch in Jerusalem to sand a suificient force of men all the distance
down to Ezion-Gzber to build a city according to this detailed rlan, and to provide them
with the necessary supplies and equipment, m:st h-ore been a very expensive undertaking.
No one but o powerful ruler would have been abliz to do iLt. Here was further proof of
the power of King Solomon.

Yet, as Glueck began his excavation he was forced to entertain renewed doubts as
to the wisdom of S6lomon:. There were two reacons for this,

The first reason was the water sitvaticn. The work could not be carried on without
a good water supply. The mcund was not far from the Gulf of Agabah, but that was salt
water, not usable for human copsumption. A well was dvg, and the well produced salt
water. Only by going a considerable distanze to the e=st was it possible to dig wells
that would provide a levge flow of fvash water. Why did Solomea not have the city built
at a spot more accessible to a good water sunply?

The second reason was the position of the rmound, directly south ¢f the Arabah. A
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