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do not disclose the primewal status of law, mor do the later periods necessarily
evidence a more developed law, Thus the Semitic law of the 0ld Babylonian period
is in meny respects more primitive than that of the earlier Sumerian age,

Under these circumstances a comprehensive outline of cuneiform law is
possible sclely &8s a comparative deseriptiom of various legal institutions, to the
extent that their juridic structure and their economie and socisl functions have
been discovered, Such work unfortunately has been done only te a slight degree and
least of all for the neo=Dabylonian legal documents, whish have been known longest of all,

Henoe this cutline must necessarily be somehwat henplotc.q??h oldest cuneiform
records extant are administrative textse-notes wpon fields and deliveries of goods,

This is true of the archaic clay tablets from Jemdet Nasr, wkich are still purely
pictogrephic, and of the documents from Uruk, scme of which are even older, Thousands

of such records, espeocially those of temple adminmistrations are the cutstandimg feature
of the Sumerian period as & whole, The cldest juridic records in ocur possession,
however, are stone insoriptioms econtaining lists of deeds to plots of land, At a very
early date, at least as early as the Old Bebyloniam period, there ocours the private
business document, such as the soscdlled case tablety in whioh the text is repeated upon
the enveloping olay casing with the seals of the witmesses regulerly stamped upom it,
This double document, which was probavly intended to protect the text against forgeries,
spread to Assyria, to the Subarseans, where the outer text was shortened to a heading,

It is completely missing in the neo=Babylomian period, but is found in a form sadapted

to other writing materials in Palestine, in Egypt under the Ptolemies and among the
Romans, It is possible that it was borrowed from the Orient, but this cemnot be proved,
With regard to content the business document always remained an objective protocel before
witnesses, who do not appear in the administrative text, The coneclusion of the comtract
was set forth briefly as having already taken place, becsuse the document was not written
by the parties to the contract but by pro‘essional seribes (dupsharry, who were trained
in schools, It was in these shhools that there developed what may be called cuneiform
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