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Jurisprudence, Its achievements were chiefly confined to the drawing up of business
forms, and only in the neceBabylonian period did they become more flexible, A proof
of this is the Sumero-ikikadian series m eomsisting largely of such forms,
whioh developed in the early Old Babylemian peried,

Becsuse of the politiocal configuration of Babylomia in the Sumerian
period, when individual cities contesbed for supremasy, law differed according to the
looality, It wes city law, dthough its basic concepts were everywhere the same by
reason of Im comaon e¢ivilization, Fragments of such Sumerian oity lawe ere still
oextant, The first and only great code of legislation kmown to us is the Old Babyloe
nian code of the greatest ruler of the first Bebylonian dynasty, Hammurabi, Written
in the Akimdien language, it was planned as a legal code for the entire kingdom,

It consists of o compilation of older Akkedian and Sumerian laws and temds to strike

& balance between the twe legal systems, Then there sre reforms made by the kingee
partly in the form of changes or imtorpolations im the draft codeee who here displayed
his social viewpoint, for he sympathised with the weak, which sometimes led him to
exoessive protection of the debtor, He comsidered himself the Sar miSarim, the king

of equity law, as oontrasted with kettum, the fixed, rigid law, These comcepts, which
were evolved as early as the Sumerien period, might be coupared with equity snd comnon
law, They are, however, theoretical eomcepts rather than living forces like the latter,
It is doubtful whether the code was wholly applied in practise, for it had a certain learncd
stamp which led to the retemtion of obsolete legal provisioms, as in the primitive rules
governing offenses against property which thresten the defeated party with the death
penalty, Newvertheless, the influence of this ocode uponm the period must have been
tremendous and it was regarded with high esteem as & literary monument in later centure
4es in Babylonia, A Middle Assyrian collectiom of court decisions and laws, the latter
no doubt lergely derived from am urban code of Assur, was probably the work of priwvate

individuals who moderniszed or glossed older laws by later additions, The first tablet,
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