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which was & oode of laws ﬂ@“ﬂ.ﬂ;} woemen, has been best preservedy it contains proe
visions regarding marriage lew and offenses by and ageinst women, There is some

doubt as to the nature of a collection of laws, principally eriminal, found in the
state archives of HattuSad and written in the Hittite language, Although this
collection, which survives in several editions, consists largely of laws it can
scarcely have been published as 2 code in the form in which it has oome down to us,

It is rather an official collection of individusl laws and decisicns for the use

of officials of the royal courts, [Iragnents of legal preseoriptions, chiefly regarding
marriage and inheritance law,’ which date fram the neo-Babylonian period are of indeder-
ainate nature, Teo these sources may be added priwvete and offieial lettors, doouments cone
nected with the mamagement of priwate households, temple ad mimistretions and to a
lesser extent the administration of the government,

These sources deal primerily with oivil law or with economic management,
such as that of the temples, Only the state archives of HatuSas and of neceAssyrian
Nineveh furnish any comsiderable mumber of doouments om govermmental law and publie admine
tetration, so that our knowledge of the state is meager, There is emough informatidy
however, to dispel the widely held belief that the ancient Eest posessed only the
despotic nmrth{, This mey be true of the OldeBabylonian, neceBabylonian and neoe
Asgyrian Kings, although a remarkable text mekes it the duty of the latter to ayoid
arbitrariness and to respect the lawy it may be true also of the state et the close
of the Sumerian period, which had degraded the former oity princes (isag) to mere
officials, Its charsoter is clearly oxprossed in the deificatiom (which disappeared
w of the king, But even the 0ld Assyrian rulers seem to have been confronted
with a considerable degree of urban autonomy, while the 0ld Aseyrian trading csolonies
in Asia Minor had a republican form of govermment, As the state treaties found in
Hattudes show, the Hittite Empire was & federative sllismce under the leadership of
Hatti, and its rulers were probably linked to the dependent princes through feudal
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