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(di-til=la) from fagash in southern Babylenia dating from the last Ur dymasty reveal

a fully develcped govermmental machinery of justisce in the hands of the eity prince

and later s bench of judges, Sueh a set up accords with the gemeral character ¢f the
period, The trial under 0ld Babylomian lww was of a more private mature, The decision
of the ocurt was not binding tut beceme so omly indirectly, whem the parties to the

sult submitted to it Yshough a dooument expressing the remunsiatiom of the somplainmt
(duppu la ragfiniw), Unless such remuncistion was forthcoming suit might be brought
again, In wimm there evolved an authoritarian gurisdiction of the king and of

his off'icers, who passed final decisiom upon the disputes brought before them, The
material on trials contained in the Old Assyrian, Subsreacan and neo=Babylonian texts
awaits systematie nmm.ﬂm ?I,,why orgenization of the leading peoples of the

Near Fast was patriarchel, with the father ruling the house, It differed from the Reman
patria potestas ia thut it did not necessarily last throughout his lifeg nor did it
exclude the personal property of members of the family, especially of the wife, Accore
dingly the monoganous marriage was & marriage by purchase or based upon purchase,
although the documents differentiate in phraseology between such s marriasge and a
purchase, Ascording®y to 0ld Babylemian law the bridegroom peid his prospeotive
fathereinelaw a bride price (tirhatum), This was the engagement through whioh the
bridegroom became the "owner of the wife" (181 afSatim) in mecordance with the rules goveen-
ing all buying and selling, The engagement becanme & marriage when the bride was

handed over to the household of the husband or at least when & written marriage contract
was drawn up, Thereffter only the husbend might dissolve the marriageeethe wife,

who was merely an object of the marrisge contract, had no right of divorce--while the
prospective groom oould cancel the engagemenmt by surrendering the Md}:g the brides
father by returning it twofold, In Sumerian law, at least during the later peried, the
bride price was converted into s marrisge present to the wife, which served to teke

care of her in case of widowhood and which later the husband of'ten conflirmed as a
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