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bequest, Consonent with the wife's lmproved status wes the faot that cshe oould

under certain oircumstances annul the marriage, According to the diw-tilels doce

uments marriage might be concluded alse before a court, The bride price and the
marriage gift are both to be found in the Code of Hammurabij but the former was
probably & result of the influence of Semitie immigrants, who transformed the

soolal camposition of the populatiom toward the end of the Sumerian perioed,

Marriage in the Middle Assyrisn period seems to have corresponded in status to

that under Sumerisn law, The engagement no lomger consisted of the payment of the
bride price but of the presemtation of engagement gifts (subullf), while the tirhatu
became & merrisge gift, Little is Imown of the Hittite mru@.. Traces of marriage
by abduetion are indicsted, while, on the other hand, there seems to have existed

an engagement corresponding to that im the Code of Hammurabi, comprising the paymamt
of a bride price (JuSata), Among the Subsraqus marrisge was a primitive affair,

Not only was & bride price paid with sums fixed by law, but the bride's father like a
vender gusranteed tiu evietion of the bride, For Marriage under the neo-Babylonian law
further research is needed, The bride price no longer existed, and it is doubtful
whether there was a marriage(gifts but the wife's dowry (nudunm) pleyed an importent
part, This consisted mot merely of her marriage ocutfit (house furnishings) but was
ordinarily e capital fund (money, land and slaves) which remained the wife's property
and which was inherited by her childrem after her death, Its proceeds were used by the
household and mamaged by the husband, The malugu of Subarsean law, which of'ten involved
the partial return of the bride price, was a similar institution, The Code of Hammure
abi provides for a dowry Serilctum)

similar to the neceBabylonien mudumni, whereas,

peculiarly enough, only the nudumni is mentioned in the doouments, being looked upom
rather as merely a marrisge outfit,

The iiddle Assyrian code provides for e merriage without s ocmmem household,
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