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in the hands of prominent families, however, espeeially of the oity rulers, In Akmd
the clans wore deprived of their land by the king partly through purchase and also by
the use of force, If we may generslize the course of development in Lagash im southern
Babylonia, this process seeme to have contimued during the subsequent centuries until
toward the end of the Sumeriem peried all land had become the property of temples and of
the state, Houses and gardems were priwately owmed, but not tilled landy this accords
with the r-ther proncunced state socialistic charascter of the period, The populatiom,
ordered in castes according to trades, lived largely for and through the state; state
egonomy was predominant and with it a wast bureaueracy, which alsc managed the publie
sgorehouses, The soonamic status of the individusl seems to hawve been for the most part
poer, as is indiested by the frequent evidensce of the sale of children, Neothing iz more
cheracteristic of the social transitiom to the 0ld Babylonian period than¥ the reappearance
of privete lend temure, In this perioed the state also took over an extensive goveramental
economy from the Sumerisns, The predominance of large estates would correspend to the
feudalistio nature of the middle peried, In fact it is sssumed thet Babylonis during the
Cageite pericd was characterized by the colleotive owmership of Muu possessing
pelitical power, It is possible that family commnities owing comsiderable land existed
in Middle Assyria, while in Arrapha the evolution of large estates can be followed directly
from the documents for verious families, Mut little is known as yet of conditioms during
the neo=Babylonian period,

Aequin{g@lu of priwte property was chiefly by purchase, Perscoml property was
acquired by transfer, while the purechase of m*tﬂto is attested Ly doouments, The
same holds true of slaves, cattle and, especiallf in Babylemis, temple bensfices, Purchase
was always effected for cash in accordance with certain formsg that is, direct exehange
of momey for commodities, The purchaser aegquired full tith s soon as the price was paild,
Title becams final whkth the gransfer, which might be replaced by the document, The renune
clation clauses whioh are charscteristic of the 0ld Babylonian deeds, especislly the clauses

affecting the seller are related to this custam, The sale adoption of Arrapha is peculiar,
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