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3/18/41  Hon. Pranklin D. Roosevelt pe.2-

men have lost their lives f{rom this very cause in past waers.
4 gsystem which is very simple to apply and yet impossible to
decipher would be of incaleulable value t¢ any nation in time
of crisis.

Doubtless by this time you are thinking that there
are many eranks who believe that they have invented something
as remarkable as that to whieh I have alluded, and that this
is Just ancother sueh. Iy history and background should be
gufficient to dispel any sueh fear. A member of Phl Bete Xappa,
Kaster of Arts degree from Princeton University in Philology,
PheDs in Oriental Studies from the University of Fennsylvania,
now President and frofessor of 01ld Testament in Faith Theologi-~
e¢al Seminary -- such a history as this is not found on the part
of a erank, or s mere theorist. Furthermore, the actualities
of ny elaim should be fairly éasy to prove. 1 encelose herewith
the first two sentences from Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, writ-
ten in accordance with the method which I have invented. 1 en-
¢lose also a list of the number of oceurrences of each letter,
both in the plain message and in the ceipher, sinee the making
of such a ligt would be the first step taken by any erypto-
grapher in sttempting to deeipher it. If you will piace this
letter before the beat experts you have under you, I am sure
they will soon discover that there is no relstionship between
the two lists which is explieable to them of any known system
or any which they can discover. 1T it would be possible at all
%o degipher a messsage whose meaning ws2s nobt known to the deci-
pherer, certainly it should be easy for an expert in this field
to work out the system with the meaning already given, as in
this instance. The impossibility of doing so can be easily
agscertained., The expert will doubtless ftell you that the sen-
tence which 1 have given 1is simply a lot of "gibberigh® with no
relation to the sentence from Lineoln's Gettysburg Address.
This conclusion, however, can be readily disproved. It will be
negessary f{irst for me $0 reveal the method $6 someone in whom
1 have confidence. Then this person can be put in one room and
1 in enother. Lach of us can be’ ‘given a message. Lach of us
ean quickly put this message into code according to my system,
the megsgage can be taken by ene of your representatives from
each of us to the other, and the other ean quickly decipher it.
Thus we can readily demongtirate the fact that it is a system
whieh is easy to use, which lagcks complications or other diffi-
eulties, and yet which is impossible for a third party to work
out. :

To any netion at war, the possgession of this method
of communication would be worth more than several batitleships.
Yet I am willing to sell it to the Government of my own country
for a mere fraction of the cost of one eapital ship. I know
that many times this amount would readily be given by almost
any one of the warring nations to obtain suech an instrument.
However, 1 naturally prefer to offer my discovery first to my
own country. I am a busy msn and 4o not have time to make
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