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4/22/67 Discussion of Criticism of O B #4

This statement seems to appiy imply that any lesson material or program

is quite unnecessary and undesirable. ‘AIT Teligious—mectings
The implica/tion of this sktatmmtm statement would seem to be that all religious
meetings wmuid should consist simply of reading the Westminster Confession of
FAith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms and discussing them in the order in
which they appear.  ",.. b oata \;x
really writer
I can hardly feel that thls 1sfwhat the author of the ietter means. I would
heartily agree that the WBstmlnster Conf3351on of Falth and the Larger and Shorter
Catechisms should be b351c and prlmary for the doctrlnal content of everythlng ]
done in our Rh Blble Presbyterlan Church There xr ought to be Gatechetlcal catechetical
- catechieal
classes in xkx whlch these would be dealt w1th There should be tnnes
when they are ettwn51ve1y dealt wlth in Sunday School and Rx 1n sermons. There
might be other meetlngs planned in whlch.they would be xynxxkaxiixx Spec1f1ca11v
taken up and sutiie studied. However, it would be absolutely wrong to have all
the religious meetings deal only with them. ;
As a matter of fact these 1mportant as.they are, argggubordlnate
standards. Our primary standard is the Blble A great part of our attention
should be given to the exposition, 1nterpretat10n fand dlscu551on of Bible
passages. .inxxx itlis highly.de$1rable,~1n sermons, in- Sunday School lessons,
in many different way$, and at many different times, to gb'through the Bible
and discuss it. The Confession of Faith is more a nom to use in preparing
mxepa  our Biblical interpretation_toihehsure:it:is ¢¢TT¢Ct~th?n_ éﬁythihg
which should ever replace the Bible as the primary matter of our xms consideration.
It might be desirable sometimes to have young people's meetings go straight
through the Confession of FAith or the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. It wmedd is
certainly wrong, however, to say that thkix no other activity should ever be

performed by them, or that th#s thefu%r? necessarily the particular sEx¥iEx services

W
of the church -€Ghuxcli in which this” wnuld be done.
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