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for the "going in” of the sun, in the evening, and the verb
yigd' for its “coming out,” in the morning. The Baby-
lonian uses the same word for the “coming out™” of the sun,
but uses crébic (from which the Hebrew derives ‘erch, its
term for evening) to denote the “going in,” at sunset. With
this 1 mind, we can understand what Ben Sira means
when he says that through Joshua the sun stood, one day
becoming like two. e means apparently that the day of
the battle had two comings out of the sun, one at sunrise
and the other at midday, when it came out from behind
the moon; and that it had two goings-ii, one when it went
in behind the moon and the other at sunset.

This translation shows us, morcover, how Jehovah fought
for Israel. It was not merely with storm and hail that the
enemy was discomfited, but his very gods were compelled
to hide their faces at noonday. At the prayer of Israel’s
leader, both of their chief deities, the sun and the moon,
were darkened, or eclipsed. So, as we can well imagine
would be the case, they were terrified beyond measure, think-
ing that the end of all things had come; and they were dis-
comfited and smitten and turned and fled.

Herodotus tells of an eclipse of the sun which occurred
during a battle between the Lydians and the Medes, that
scared both of the combatants so much that they stopped
fighting and made an immediate peace.® Later, after Xerxes
had assembled his army for the invasion of Greece, an
cclipse took place while he was still at Sardis which terrified
him to such an extent, that only after a favarable interpre-
tation of the eclipse by the Magi, who affirmed that it

meant the destruction of the Greeks, would he proceed with
his undertaking.* So, also, our best modern observers tell
us how all nature scems terrified by an eclipse, and how
they, in spite of themselves, could not suppress a feeling
of dread in the presence of this appalling phenomenon.
It will be perceived that the translation suggested does
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