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Augustin bsgan to attack thsm, thesy began to use it much mora. And
they constantly talked about the gracaea of God in the snd. But whan it
came to sharp dafiniton, the gracs of God, in their usage, proved to ba
a means of help of which man could ab- avail himsslf. But it all //’/f
rested with man--Will man avail himsslf of this help or ¥ not. Will man
uss ths 1little powsr that hs has? Will man live the good 1life of which
he is capabls? ...6 1/4 ths grace of God and ths activitises of the
Lord Jesus Christ ars accessoriss which may bs usad, in accordance with
this viawpoint. It 1is f} very similar to the viewpoint of many today
who s3e a city with moral delinquicy, and he may say, We na3sd a 1little
raligion to h2lp thass psoples. They 833 p=opls who havs fallsn into
all sorts of disagraeable and disgusting bshaviour, and thsy say, We
n2ad soms ralgion to help thesas psople. They look at it as an accessory,
a means of help to psopls to live a good lifes. Now that, of courss, is
the exact oppostis of Augustini!s beliasf. Augustin beliesved that the
most important thing in life was uod, and God's will, and hs believad
that man 1s absolutely hslplsss apart from the saving gracs of God.
A. belisved that Adam before the fall was free, £ he had a fresdom to
do that which was right, hs did not have the fetters of sin about him.
A"d the freadom to do right, the freadmm to follow God, involvad the
possibility of choosing thes evil. His will was not turned toward evil;
his will was turned toward good, but there was the possiHlity of choosing
avil, and when Adam fsll he lost MY this freedom; he was now fetterad
with sin; he became the man described in Romans 7, and hes rsmained so
the rest of his life. And A. hsld that all, even Christians,are in
that situation, ;ﬁ;tthe good they want to do they can't do, and the 2%il
they don't want to do, they do, Bscause they ars subjsct to the g fetters
of sin, and i1t is only the graca of God that can take tham out of 1it.
And A, saw some savad and soma lost, and thoss saved, saved not by
axerting their will-powsr and deciding to be good men, but bscause God,
in a marvelous way, intervened with His wonderful gracs to bring them

the knowledge of salvation, intervensd to change them and maks thsm mambsis
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