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this claim, in view of this fact 1t is necessary that we hava a good

idsa of what these facts are in ancisnt times. I mentinned to you,

for instance, in connsction with t' s claims that ths bishop of Rome 1s
the divinely appointed authority over the church, I mentioned to you that
Mar$in-L-- Marcelanus, who was the bishop of Kome in 300 A.D. vas si-
said to havs given up his faith in order to sxcape martyrdom. Well now,
it is not proved, it may not be ths case, but it was daclared in ancilent
times to bs the cass, and there 1s no proof to the contrary. Of courss,
that might happsn in any church. Thsrs are weak men in any church; but
it would hardly happan to ons of the man who would be the divinely appointd
successor to Patar, with divins aushm-~- authority ovar the whole church.
So for that reason, though I didn't spend mors than fiva or ten minutes on
him, I was disappointad when some of you é%d- l=ft a spacs blank after
"Marcslanus" on ths taest, instead of immsdiately writing, "Bishop of
Roma" aftsr his nams. Well nw, in number VII hars, "Ths Ralation of the
African Church to ths Bishop of Tome" wa nofice it's importancs to us
becauss of the claims that ars mads today for the HWshop of Roms, for the
Roman Catholic Church. It is important to us also bascauss, as we havs
alrsady noticed, Augustin 1s actually ons of ths men who influenced
counted so much in davaloping ths power of the bishop of Rome, and the
raason for that, of courss, is, was his grsat conflict with the Donatists
in Africa when ha did svarythin hs could tg g2t an anflrcad unity of the
church in Arricaf, and insistsd that ths robs of Christ wa® ons, and that
the church must be ons. Well, you carry on that influsncas, and it tands
toward an organic unity all through the world, and naturally points in
the diraction of somas cantral human authority over this organic unity.
Now of courss, A., liks Chyprian bsfors him in Africa, hasld that ths
authority was ths whols group of ths bishops, tha leadars of all ths
churches acting togethsar, that theay wers th2s authority, but that is a
concapt much hardar to gst than ths concapt of ons Y£ particular group

as ths authority. So it 1s interesting to us to s=2 what was theo AfSESEI
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