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strenght of the Roman Empire, so that there was darkness at the beginning of
the Rzmzax Middle Ages. Nawxmx

Now we have the medieval period then, and the medieval period comes to an
end somewhere between fourteen hundred and fifty and 1500. Or say 1550.
Somewhere between those two the medieval perlod comes to an end and the modepn ag
begins. That 1s because there were a number of important developments at that
time, that were, perhapsl symbols, but not any one of them the real change.

But symbols of the fact that the Middle ages were about to pass over into a
period when there was quite a different general viewpolnt. A viewpolnt much
more like the ancient wiewpoint than like the medival. Now these vents we
will mention two or three of them.

On of them, in 1453 the Mohammedans conquered Constantinople. ©Now that
put an end to the continuance of the eastern branch of the Roman Empire, but
our interest is mainly in the western part, becasue most of our ...(4) go back
into that part. And as far as the western part is concerned, that meant that
great numbers of manuscripts of the ancient classics, and of scholars of the
anclent classics, and people who had an idea of the ancient civiliztion, fled
to the west, and it opened up a new world to the people in the west, to rediscover
so much about the ancient world. That was in 1453, just about the same time,

a little bit after, the printing press was lnvented. And it became possible to
distribute this knowledge more quickly than was the case before.

And then in 1517 Martin Luther began the protestant reformation, which had
a tremendous effect upon the world. Which would have been impossible %R apart

E from the spread of printing, which d4id so much to spread 1t, the use of

h

printing. And so these events all coming together, then, make the change from
the medleval to the modern age.
(question) The socalled Holy Roman Empire is an orgainization which is

ntmkk neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire, and which ended in 1814 when
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- Napoleon seized Roime, the last of the emporers lof the socalled Holy Roman
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Empire. The Holy Roman Empire was an organization which tooo the ideas of the
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Roman Empire and tried to maintain 1it. I? was a medieval organization, and 1t
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