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Record G45 15-4

tend to seek the unity tlat gives efiiciency and then when we [in¢ that sin comes in

and evil comes, then we tend to try to get away from that by getting a (2.)
into tiny greups with no inter-responsibility. and the Scriplture clearly teaches that
as members of the invisible Bhurch of Christ we are together by bands with
every Joint and supply of nourishment coming fron Him. We are one “ody and we have a re-
sponsibility toward the other members of that body and we have & resporcitility to show
our memberst:p in Clirisi's true church by the esteblishment of local churches and by
working out the detanils of it in such a way as will most efficiently accomplish His will.
But &s to where the line comes at which we will say, "We think it best that our partic-
ular group Le this size and no-one has cay right to lord i% over us. Nobody has the
right to lord it over me but if 3 Velong to & church and I follow it, the minister las

a right to come to me and talk to me and point cut my sin and my evil and if necessary
to drop me from the church." Arc I'm saying that a zgroup of veovle has a2 right to form
a group composed of 20 or 100 or & million or a hundred million, whatever they think
will most effectively promote the wvork of the Lord. But they need to be constantly
rethinxing the thing to see if that which we thought yesterdiay was zo00), marbe needs re-
vision in the light of newer experience. And to these details on which the Scripture

Goes not lay down. Well, we continue there first thing -

v}

D - Timothy and Titus as well as Paul, exercised considert’le cuthority over the local
churches. Oh, was it "D" or "Z"? OCh yes, I was Paul, Il wos Timothy and III was Titus.
We've finishked thut, have wel? And then we were ready for E and E is that - ok, I see.
This is - the fact that they did exercise autherity over the local churches then I

think is something we can't deny. Yow whetlier it is good to do or not is a thing that
can rest with circumstances. I must tell you of an experience I had.whsn I was in high
schiool. I was in a Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles and we had a minister who had
ione good work Lut he had now outlived Lis usefulness to the church - a fine Christian

man, but the time had come when it wouldhave been very, very nice for him to have gone.

And nobody liked to say it to him. And I don't know whether he'd have gotten angry if
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