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was only talking about A.E., not going beyond that. But the ctritical view is
that is was written at the time of A.E., it takes past history, and deals with
it as if it was prediction, looking forward to that day, to make it look as if
a great man 400 years later had been enabled of the Lord to look forward and to
see these great days, and write this book, in order to encourage people in this
day. It looks forward to that day, all according to the critics, that is says
of history of Daniel's time, 1s imaglination, it &f course, didn't happen, these
events, there probably wasn't even a Daniel. But the purpose of writing them
is to encourage people in the persecution. Now, I would say that from our
viewpoint, there was very definitely a Daniel, all the events described are
treu, they actually happened, but I would agree with the critics on this, that
the purpose of the writing of the book, the first primary »xr purpose of it,
is to tell these events, which I say did happen, not stories, but to tell them
in order to encoug?ge the peob@i of God in the days of A.E. Well, now, the
critics go on to say, it comes up to A.E., and 1t relates past history, up to
that point, as if it was prediction. Than at that polnt it goes heywire, and
it goes on and suggests future events, from about the middle of A.E.'s reign,
and there it gets completely wrong, because it didn't happen. He didn't know
anything about the future, he pretended he was talkigg about the future. He
knew nothing about it. But he wanted to show that A.E. had been predicted,
that it was part of God's plan that A.E. would come and be destroyed, and he
wanted to give them encouragement to be dmx true in persecution. Now the
modernist view, or this first approach is, this is the exclusive subject of
the book. From any viewpoint we must agree that this is the primary subject,
it is that which occuples more space thah anything else, and it is that which
is the them of so much of the history, to prepare people for this great time
of persecution, but we would gsay it also is intended to prdepare for other
persecutions, not just for the one under A.E. And we would say that the
predictions are valid, true, predictions, and do not stop with A.E., but go on.
So that is your first viewpoint. That it is only Ex A.E. that is the subject

of the book, that is its whole pmrpose, and then the corolary of thet from
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