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Summarv for a monograrh on (3)

SYSTEMATIC THEOLNGY: ITS VALIDITY AND ITS LIMITATIONS

INTRODUCTION

Etymologically, theology means the studv of God. As used by the scholastics
it included all that God has made and therefore could involve evarvthine in the
universe. In the course of time most of those areas that deal with ohservahle
phenomzna have bezn classified under spzcific scientific hezads while those
dealing with tn2oretical interpratation havz largelv been nlacad under the tzrm
philosophy. As understood today systematic theologv means.a systematic arrange-
ment of facts regarding the heing of God and regarding the sunernatural world.

There is no basis on which a non-Christian can prorerlyv undertakes to bhuild a
valid systematic theology. Yz has no access to the appronriate data. Anv con-
clusions hie reaches ars based on an insufficient factual foundation and
ther=fore are entirelv speculative.

If the non-Christian's eyes are open he must se= signs of God's existencs on
everv hand. Thzrz is no rzasonabl2 wav to explain the material universe apart
from the activitv of an omnipotent divine Creator. The material world is filled
with evidences of the existance of God, but tells nothing about UYis character.
The same is true ahout man's mental makeur. Fvery man has within Y“im, sven if
only deep within his consciousness, a belief in the existence of God, but this
does not te2ll nim anythine about the nature or character of God. There is no way
that information in this realm can be gained except through a rev=lation from God
Himself.

Thz situation 1s similar with regard to the moral law. Everv human beinr
recopnizes that there 1s a differ=nce betu=s2n right and vrone, even thoush he mav

have crouvded racornition of this difference into a comparativelv small area cf
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