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Swvsrema*tic Theology: 1Its Validity and It~ Limitatiors (5)

something about America. Evidence of the roundness of tli» esrth and also of 1its
annroximate size was available, though not wid2ly lino'm:. On tho hasis of this
information he might well have pgusssed the existence of n large continent orn the
ornosite side of thz world, but any attempt to d=termine the fzatures of this
continent would be purelv gussswork. No matter how acute on2's brain mipht hz,
or how advanced he ware in philosophy, he could not t211 the share of such a
continent, the nature of its rhvsical contours, the character of its people, what
languagz thev spoke, what their manners and customs wer=2, =tc. He could tell
nothing about the animals or plants of this continent. Philosonhers might ask
valid questions about it, but the answers wer= available to tham onlv if som=one
who had visited the continent werzs to give a communication (revelation) nresent-
ing facts about it. Such in general is thes relation of mankind to 2ternal
things. No mere human being has experienced these matters. Philosorhy and
reasen can onlv spesculate. Facts need to be revealad hv "me who knows. Thus ths
onlv solid basis for svstematic theologv i1s a revslation from God.

Such a revzlation nressnts a solid 2nd denendable basis for thzologv. C“incs
God 1is holy and ijust, anything !’z reveals can bs absolurelv dzp=nded uron. The
Christian bzlievas in thz validitv of a svstematic theoloev that is founded
solelv on Biblical data, and recornizes that svstematic tlieologv found=d on any
othar source runs grave danczsr of s=rious error, and mav be rur=lv imaginarv.

Sometimes it ic alleged that the Bible presents onlv matters of faith or
experience and does not give us propositional krowledge. Such a statement is no
mor:z tru2 of systematic theclogy than it would bhs of nhvsies or biolorv. Wuil=s
all »ronositions are limited in the scone that thev cove2r, rropositions reason-
ably deduczd from Biblical data ares just as =solid and denendahle as nropositions

deduced from data obtained “v oservation of ~arsical rhznom=2na.
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