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ystematic Theologv: 1Its Validity and Its Limitations (12)

In studying the nature and purposes of GGod one must always recognize the
possibility of concepts or principles that we do not have sufficient data to
discover. Ignorance of thes2 concents can make it nec=ssarv for us to accent
facts that seem to us sharnly to contradict one another. A good examrle is *the
doctrine of the Trinity. It is clearly taught in both testamants of thz Bible
that there is onlv one God. It is also clearly taught that thare 2re three
persons in the Godhead. To the human mind thess facts s2em quite incomratihle.
Every theory that has attempted to =xplain them has been found to be heretical.
Orthodox Christians simply accept the two facts as trues. It is altogether
rossible that there is a simple concept, completelv unknown to us, that would
make it easy for us to see how these two facts fit together.

The statements in the Bible about angels, though few in number, clearly
noint to the existence of innumerqble data that are not accessible to human
consideration. Further evidence of the incompleteness of our knowledge is
suggested by thz last verse in John's gospel, which says: "And there are also
many other things which Jesus did, the which, if thev should be iritten overv
one, I sunpose that éven the vorld itself could not conrain th2 books that should
bz written" (Jn.21:25).

D. Limitations from the nazure of language

If God nad chosen to do so Ye might have invan*ed a pew languace snecific-
allv intended for th= revelation of facts about th2 surernatural and have
nrovided a dictionary praciselv z2xplaining the meanine of =ach word used,
Instead H= chose to raveal liis v1ill to peonle usine languares that are constantlv

chaneing,

A. A. MacRae
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