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Yast ﬁipe at the end of the hour. It is not in my opinion particularly
germaha at this present point of the discussion becsuse it does not impress me that
the particular instance at whidh we were looking is an extremely difficult
prdblem. There are & number of ways in which it's rather supefficial
implications could be cuite easily evaded. Nevertheless it does raise é matter
which is of importance in connection with various aspects of the 0ld Testament
history and which of course is extremely vital in connection with the whole
matter of moral 1ife and attitude of the ®hristian and conseguently although I
have never discussed at this point before I have usuaily taken it up in connection

with another pl-ce or snyone of two or three other places, I think it wonld Dbe

perheps a good idea to sAY & few words on it right here,

First, the matter of words in geﬁeral. I think that there is perhaps as rmuch
error made in 3iblical interﬁretation+§zg\in understandingj;ny field whatever
from the failure to recognize what words are as from any other csuse, ‘There has
developed witﬂ:in the last fifteen years a group of people advocating what they
called the Science of Sematics, and they give a great deal of attention to
this as if it were a brand new discovery. Actually they have a very importent
truth. From that trmth they are drswing eertain things that are true and
certain things which are not true, But the truth which they see which is very
vital is that a wopd is only a symbol. It is very easy for us to Ekgin to laugh
about the question as to what is deception or what is mirder or what is a
cow or what is any particular other wora as if the word in itself represented a
reality. Uhereby we become tremendonsly cenfuéed particularly when we get into
abgtractibns. We have people taday declaring that democracy is absolutely .

e ssential and we have other people calling undemocratic because they don't fit

1ﬁto their particular ideas and éften their ideas are the very antithesis of what
has always been thdught democracy. pemocracy is not something that emsts. What
1s a symbol Jjust as our deception and

is democracy? Let's find ont. Democracy

motive and wower and cow and may other wori. It is 2 symbol by which the mind
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