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told a half truth. ‘Ha.certainly gave n folse impression. Hegave an impression
that the purpose of fhe meeting was one thing when the purpose of the meeting was
a different thing., But the meeting was a meeting hetween him and Zedikiah and
thirp were three parties involved--the Lord who sent the message, Jeremiah

who gave it, and Zedikiah who received it--and it was not the right of these

princes to demend that he tell them either what he hso said to Zedikiah or what

the Zedikiah had aaid to him., He eveded it by giving them an answer which we have

no reason tc say was not true but which simply was not the whole truth. Now

these two cases in the Scripture it seems to me are clear cases of a man who is
& prophﬂt of God and who is carrying oﬁt the work of the Lord. In thfca@&of
Samiel he is given a command from @od ahd in this case he is nct given a command
from @od but Qe_ara teld what he did wes-nctdefinite—pmni—efdis znd given no
reason to think that it was not a definite part of his right auty to have done
what we are told he did. Those are, it seems to me, the strongest arguments in
the Scripture tlhat a half trne is permissible nnder necessity.

(Onestion) Tés. Jeremigh 38:27 and I Samuel|[6:1-5.

Now it bhink :erhaps we'll leave this matter.

(Cuestion) Those are two distinct questions. ZLet's look at them briefly
in order. They are vrry,interﬂating. The are perhaps philosophical guestions;
thet is to say, they ralse certain questions of 1nterpretation end which it is
gifficult as to whether we have sufficient efidence or not to give a reasonable
answer, Now the question as to why the king of Syria after Xlisha had hesled one

' capture .

of his best generals would then want to twlk to Elisha is I think a question
which if of grrat ipport for a person in 1life in this world today. That is this.
1f you.go a favor for a wicked person, if yon do scmething that is very nice
end helpful for someone who is azn enemy of the gospel, can you then expeet thrat
that person will‘continue for some time thereafter to be kind to you?! The

answer to it is that it is g wise warning to ns. I'm glad that wuestion was

raised thzt in this case when the k ng of Syria might be expected to be frienddy
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