tures. One is the <tatement that was formerly made that such an ex-

type »s the names of kings who lﬁﬁggd about this pevlod in the
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throw a great deal of light upon events described in the Bible at
that period. S8ince theée are not directly-doncerned with the history
of Mesopotamia, it ié weli to leave them for the presént and discuss
them when we are dealing with the'material that has been gained througﬁ_
archaeological study in Palestine., One chaptér, ﬁowevef, we must : .
toudh upon at present, That is Genesis 14, Many of the outstanding
features of this dhapter, including some extremely remarkable corrob:
orations_of.its accufacy we shall leave until_ouf @igdussion of the
material from Palestine. We sh=all notice at present simply two fea-
pedition as this going from Mesopotamia to Palestine in the far wes
and o nquering cities there could not have ocazrrédﬁat this early
period. Wnile we have ﬁot yet found records of this particular ex-
pedition, we do have records of other expeditipns as far =s the.Med-
iterranean Sea from even_earlier periods, so it is impossible to state
that tﬁe thing could not have occurred. Also the record gives us _
the n'mes of the kings whq_took'part in this: These kings have not
been identified with certainty, but their names are exactiy the sane

rejﬁfnﬁ‘from which they are sald to have come. To have invented

“mes of the proper sorts for these different regions at s much later

time Would have been ex remely difficult, if not impossible.

The rémaining contacts of the book of Genesis are largely
with Bzypt, rather than with Mesopotamia. The rest of the Pentateuch

describes the wanderings through the wilderness.

During the early days of the Israelites in Palestine,
Mesopotamia was in = quiescent state and had comparatively little con=-
tact so far west. This period is filledfwith important items from

'but-not~sb'impurtaﬁt from the biblical view-
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