in the history of any of the nations in Western Asia was the constant
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impression whida he had had tﬂken’before the stone's destruction.

The restored stone may now he seen ln the Louvre in. Pnrls.

"
N

The stone cothins urltln% in 2, lﬂn?uﬂge very 51m11ﬁr to
the =ncient Hebrew. Some questlon a8 to 1ts genulneness was ralsed,
cbut it has now becn =greed by 2ll scholers thﬁi it is genulne, and
thet 1t is, 28 it cl=ims to be, a monument put uﬁlﬁy'Mesha, king of

Moab to celebrate his successful rebellion against e

We find the s°me thing described in the 0ld Testament in

2d Kings 3 and we have a similar story giveh by the two opposing

sideg, 1~ iiinoay g

It =2dds a number of details to our knowledge of the nistory
of the time and is very interesting in its'mention of 2 number of

places which are alsoc nemed in the Bible. s

After the time of Shalmanizir III. there occurred a-decline

in the Assyrian ﬁower. For half =2 century, no expeditions to the west
of =ny agceount were made.. Then Assyria arose from thie neriod of deeline
ahd entered upon 1£s 1-st zreat series of conauests. There foiloweﬁ a
century and a cuarter of const»nt Assyrian activity in ail directions

from its home centre. During this period, the most important factor

menace of fhe Asﬁyfian érms. Hation after nation was conqueréd and
made n part of the administration of the gésyrian'Empire.

The histoticai and prOpheéic books. of the Qld Testament
dealing =ith this neriod simply cannot be understood without some com-

prehension o" this =zre=t internationsl force. ConStﬂntly the kings

- were tempted to mrke alli=nces with Foypt in order to offgset the Agsyrian

encroschments. The Prophnets constantly urged that they shonld put their

trust in Sod instead bf in Ercypt and predicted fhat those who trust§d  H

in Egypt would fail,

Thls new mo%ement of the ASerian Empire began with the aacen-
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