25 _ _ Lecture ¥o. 6.

"The secretary of Belshezzar, son of the kiﬁg, leased a house for

thrée years" on certain.conditions.'.Aithird tablet tells qf the
payment of a ce-tain amount of silver to the stewaré of'Belshezzar,
son of the ki ns. These cive evidence that Belehezzar actually existed
and was the klnp's son. L "'7 ; 0 | o
The next step was the discovery of the tableﬁ sziving con- L
tract by the oath-oflﬂabonidus, kino of Bahylon and of BelshaZzar,-the_-
king's son. 1t was:hot customary to swear oaths by anyonelsave-thé
reignine kinz, 1Inscriptions hnvelbeen found telling for eéch of the
lasf_years before the downfall, just what the king's son\did-and what
Cyrus did. Nabonidus seeﬁs to have lived in retirement during the
latter years. Belshez7ar would seem to have actually been in charge

of the sovernment in Babylon and in control of fhe army. It would

geem thoroushly justifiable to speak of him =g the king and he would

seem to heve been the real director of affairs. The king's 3op was

sl=in, but Nabonidus was allowed to live in retirémen£ after Babylon

had been taken; The biblical a2ccount seemg to recognize the cdnditinh
of the Government in its mention that Daniel was to be made third
_rtuler of the kinsdom. This would recognize the position of Nabonidus
as firat fuler, while_?eishezzar wés'sgcmnﬁ ruler,
Professor.Dauqherty of Yale has recently oublished a book

on Nabonidus and Beishezzar} He.qensiders fhe cuneiform evidence with
great care snd then e.}camil;zes"the various writinegs dealing with *he
period that had been pfeserved to us from a period subsequent to the

fall of Brbvlon. He comes to the cohcluaiop that there would seem to

have been a deliberate attempf to misrepresent the position of Bel-
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o  shezzar or to destroy his memory. The literature after the contemporary
cuneiform materinl, up to the time of Josephus, except for the Book of

wonld not suffice to olve an accurate id

*
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