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sinner. Archaeology doesn't lead a man to thg_Saviour. That's not the purpose .of. it.
We bring a man to the Savipuf byfconvinping him of hié sin, IIKKX éhowing him his need

of the Saviour. 3But archaeology caq femoyg spme of these feélingé of unreality. It can
remove some of these-doubts. It canlanSHer some of these attackg of the higher criticism
by showing the reality _(3.25) and'bhe'accuracy of the statements
of the Bible. The world's ways have qhaﬁged_siﬁce the time of the Biblical S£atements
and there are many, manf of them which are sketchily told us in the Bible just as we tell
things sketchily today. We don't try to £ill in all the details. We don't explain ev-
erything. Everybody knows the general factéfof life apd we as we tell something simply
tell that which is unknown to EXXKX our hesféré. Thé same is_tr?e_of.any account that
you read anywhere. And so in the O}d Tﬁstamgnt_there!s alwhole_backgronnd that is not
explained and it's so diffefént"froﬁ our nreSent—day background that often it gives a
sort of a feeling of unreality. Then Qhen these mat;rials come to life and we findfhese
stoﬁes and we look at the éﬁones and ye.sgé how they fit in here, into this Biblical back-
ground, it gives us added assurance of the'réaiiﬁr-of that with wﬁigh.wé are dealing. As
Peter said, "We have not given unfo ycu-cﬁnningly devised fables.! - We have not presented
to you that which seemed to our imagination to be a helpfpl thing but men of old have
spoken of that théh they have seeﬁ and which they have_heérd and which they have under-
stood 4nd their hands havé hahdled of the Word of Life. And soférchaeology has a sub-
sidiary purvose, a purpose of helping to give us this feeling.of reality. “what mean
these stones? The Old Testament mentions many cities which are unknown today,except
through the pages of history, cities‘which wefe conquered and destroyed aﬁd disappeared
and were comvletely forgotten for centuries excent for mention 1n the 0l4 Testament. One
of the most outstanding of these is the city of Ninevah mentioned many times in the 0ld
Testament. The great cavnital of the %§§¥?iap_Empire - mentioned and referred to as a
great capital and in the Book of Jonah }éferred‘ﬁb as"fhe cifj bf'three days - a city so
large it would take three days EX to walk around it. It wasn't long ago that people were
saying, "Well thaﬁ_cerﬁ&&nly-is_a_wgpdé;ful“;maginatiop, exaggeration.__If fhere had been

a city called Ninevah so big it would take three déys to waik aroﬁnd 1f, we'd at least

know where it was.! Nobody 110 years ago could tell you where Ninevah had been becancs sk
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